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Get Ready, St. John! It’s Fall Revival Time!
Submitted by Sis. Debra Johnson
Get ready, St. John Family
for the Fall Revival! This year’s
theme, “Building Back Better”.
Experiencing “Fresh Wind and
a Fresh Fire”, from the Lord,
coming from Acts Chapter 2, is
our focus and desire!! The revival dates for this year are Sunday, October 23rd at 10:45 a.m.
and then Monday, October 24th
and Tuesday, October 25th, and
services will begin at 7:00 p.m.
nightly.

Our guest evangelist will be
Rev. C. Dennis Edwards. Rev.
Edwards biographical information is as follows.
Rev. Edwards, a Little
Rock, Arkansas native was educated in the local public schools.
He is a graduate of the Arkansas Baptist College of Little
Rock, Arkansas and participated in the Continuing Education Program for Pastors of the
Interdenominational Theologi-

The Pastor’s Pen
Beloved Members,
As we moved into the fall
season, the window of opportunity, in this the Lord’s Church
has never been more widely
opened. The pandemic may
have altered our ministry effort,
but it has proven to be no match
for the tenacity of our dedicated
leadership. I want to applaud
the leadership for their due diligence in helping the ministries
of the church stay on
track. Ministry is happening
and our leaders are to be commended.
We are into the final quarter of our church year. I must
say we have put forth a fine effort in carrying out our stewardship responsibilities. The finish
line to our fiscal indebtedness
is just around the corner. However, we have not accomplished
our goal. As in any endeavor,
there are high moments and low
moments. This year’s budget is

Dr. Major L. Jemison, Pastor
a reflection of the roller coaster
ride we all have experienced.
Finishing Strong is something
you have heard repeated over
and over again. It is a clarion
call. It is the challenge before
us as this year’s budget rolls towards a climax. To finish strong
requires a stronger, more sustained commitment on our part.
I am confident that we will rise
to the challenge. “I can do all
things through Christ who
strengthens me.” Philippians
4:13 NKJV
Onward and Upward Together
Dr. M. L. Jemison

cal Center, Atlanta, Georgia.
Arkansas Baptist College, Little
Rock, Arkansas conferred upon
him an Honorary Doctor of Divinity in 1987. Philander Smith
College, Little Rock, Arkansas
conferred and Honorary Doctor of Letters in 1994.
Reverend Edwards has
been preaching this year 58 years
and has pastored 53 years serving the St. Peters Rock Baptist
Church of Cato, Arkansas; the
Southern Baptist Church of
Cincinnati, Ohio; and, for 43
years, The St. John Missionary
Baptist Church of Little Rock,
Arkansas. He has preached in
revivals the length and breadth
of the US; preached in revivals
and crusades in Seoul Korea
(Camp Walker, U.S. Army);
and in the cities of Lilongwe,
Blantyre, and several villages of
Malawi, Africa.
He has served as Chairman
of the Corporate Board of the
Sunday School Publishing
Board, NBCUSA, Inc., and
Chairman of the Board of Trustees of Arkansas Baptist College.
Currently, he serves as president
of the Consolidated Missionary
Baptist State Convention of Arkansas, Inc.
Among the numerous
awards and citations he has received over the years are those
from the United States Senate;
from the Governor and also the
State Legislature of Arkansas;
and from former Presidents Bill
Clinton and Barack Obama.
He and his wife, Corley are

Rev. C. Dennis Edwards
the parents of 7 adult children
(1 deceased).
St. John is blessed to have
guest churches and their choirs
with us Monday and Tuesday
night of the revival. New Union
will be our guest on Monday
night; and New Hope, New Zion
and Hilwood churches will be
our guest on Tuesday night. Bro
Rudie with the Social Services
Ministry will be serving a meal
on Monday and Tuesday
evening starting at 6:00 p.m.
An aggressive marketing
plan has been developed for
promoting the revival. The St.
John Parish Fellowship, Evangelism and Prayer and Visitation ministries will be contacting the membership in multiple
ways inviting them to the to invite them to the revival
St. John, don’t miss the
2022 Fall Revival with Rev. C.
Dennis Edwards on October
23rd, 24th and 25th! You come
and BRING someone WITH
you to the revival!
Yes, It’s Revival Time, St.
John! It’s Fall Revival Time!
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Submitted By Dr. Lawrence C. Kirk, Director of Christian Education

Will we know each other in heaven?
The question of future recognition is often asked in Christian education settings. It is a
question, however, which the
scriptures do not explicitly address. Therefore, I want to take
special caution in our answer.
Hades is the intermediate
receptacle of the spirits. It was
to this sphere that Lazarus and
the rich man’s spirit went after
they died (Luke 16: 19-31).
Hades and heaven appear to be
the same in the matter of both
being spiritual realms. How-

ever, some believe the “body”
of Hades will not be the same
“body” in heaven. They base this
on 1 Corinthians 15: 51-54. Regardless, the rich man recognized both Abraham and
Lazarus (Lk, 16: 23). Abraham
recognized the rich man (vs.
25).
While there appears to be
recognition in heaven, we know
certain relationships will not
continue. “For in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are
given in marriage, but are as the

Greetings St. John Family,
Election Day is only weeks away, and across the nation, voters
have already begun casting their ballots. While across the country
many are focused on making it harder for us to vote we must
remain steadfast and register to vote and cast our vote on election
day.
In an effort to ensure we here at St. John are informed with
correct information make note of the following scheduled deadlines and voter registration information.
Deadlines for the November 8 General Election:
Registration deadlines
• In-person at local election office: October 14
• By mail (postmarked by): October 14
Absentee ballot deadlines
• Request ballot (received by): October 24
• Return ballot by mail (received by): November 8
• Return ballot in person: November 7
Voting deadlines
• Early voting: November 2 – November 5
• In-person: November 8
Voting polls are open 7:00 a.m to 7:00 p.m. on Election Day.
To find your polling place and view a sample ballot for your precinct, use the OKVoter Portal.
How to Register:
You must fill out a Voter Registration Application. You can
fill out a Voter Registration Application using the OK Voter Portal “wizard”. Be sure to print, sign, and mail or hand-deliver the
application to the County Election Board, 4201 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Phone number (405)713-7191. You may submit your voter
registration application at any time. However, the voter registration deadline is 25 days prior to the date of an election.
NOW GET OUT THERE AND VOTE!!!

angels of God in heaven,” Jesus
taught (Matt. 22: 30, see also vss.
23-32). Hence, two who were
husband and wife in this life will
not function as husband and
wife in heaven. Such, though,
does not necessarily preclude
the recognition of husband and
wife.
You may remember Eugene
Peterson’s Message translation
of 1 Thessalonians 4:18
(MSG) 18 Oh, we’ll be walking
on air! And then there will be
one huge family reunion with the
Master. So reassure one another
with these words. This family
reunion “idea” seems to be
some support of recognition.
Some contend future recognition will not be experienced
because the failure to recognize
certain loved ones in heaven
would cause one to conclude
they are in punishment (see Rev.
21: 4). The merciful God we

serve has indicated there will be
no sadness or sorrow in heaven
so therefor we cannot expect a
“recognition” of those who are
not present in heaven to be the
same recognition. As mentioned
earlier the scriptures do not explicitly address recognition of
love ones in heaven. These are
the questions that are still gripping our earthly minds, but lets
remember “The secret things
belong unto the Lord our God:
but those things which are revealed belong to us and to our
children for ever...” (Deut.
29:29).

You are Invited To
St. John MBC and
W.K. Jackson
Leadership Academy
Fall Festival

We are pleased to announce the 2022 Fall Festival
will take place on Saturday, October 29, 2022, from 12:00
until 3:00 p.m. at St. John MBC. The event will feature an
afternoon of festive fun, including:
• Food Trucks
• Games
• Inflatables
• Golf
• Pumpkin Painting
• Trunk or Treat
• Bungee Racing
• Basketball
• Skeet Ball
INVITE your Friends, Family, and the Entire Community and join the fun!
Children are encouraged to wear their costumes
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PARISH FELLOWSHIP NEWS
By Sis. Debra Johnson, Parish Fellowship Coordinator

Greetings to All!! Praying God’s
choice blessings upon each of you
Parish Fellowship is doing
well. God continues to bless
this church with new members.
Take time to get to know the new
members. Be a blessing to them
and they will bless your ministries with their time and talents.
As always, let us continue
to be in prayer for those on the
sick and shut-in list. It is our
goal that each member of St.
John be contacted monthly by
their Parish Fellowship Coordinator or Group Leader. If you
are not being contacted, please
let us know so we can make adjustments to ensure you are connected to you and you to us
monthly. Blessings to all!!
It’s Revival Time St. John!!
The front page article provides
specific information about the
Fall Revival being held October 23rd, 24th and 25th (Sun-

day thru Tuesday). Let me encourage each Parish Fellowship
Coordinator, Group Leaders
and Deacons to reach out to our
membership and invite them to
the revival. Come bask in this
“Fresh Wind, and Fresh Fire”
from the Lord.
Blessings to all!!

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
MEMBERS!!
OCTOBER MEMBERS,
it’s your birthday month and we
say HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO
YOU!! Let’s give a birthday
“shout-out to Renee Gardner,

October PF Coordinator whose
birthday is October 26th.
Thank you Sis. Gardner for all
you do. I want to give a “ShoutOut” to our October Deacons,
Brothers Ernest Helaire, Cleo
Ruck, Greg DeMartra, and
Patrick Wilson. Thank you for
all you do!! Lastly, I want to
give a special birthday SHOUT
OUT to or Pastor, Dr. M.L.
Jemison whose birthday is
Monday, October 10th. Happy
Birthday Pastor!! May God
continue to bless and keep you;
and honor you with many many
more birthdays!!

Renee Gardner

NEW MEMBERS
family completed orientation
September 28th and will receive the Right Hand of Fellowship on October 2nd. THEY
ARE READY TO SERVE!!

We have more new members
you’ll learn about in the next
Beacon!
1. Crentha Sequoya Turner May
2. Lois Childs - July

LOVE IN ACTION – THAT IS WHAT WE DO!!

St. John
Food
Pantry
Open in
October
The St. John Missionary
Baptist Church, in partnership
with the OKC Regional food
Bank, will host a food giveaway
on Saturday October 15th from
11-12 noon. The WMU, and
Deaconess I, II and III will be
operating the food pantry this
for October. Volunteers from
these ministries will load your

October Anniversaries

food items in drive through fashion as the back of the church.
Also, the Evangelism Ministry
will be giving away clothing for
the entire family at that time.
St. John is proud to provide this
needed service to the community. For more information,
contact the church office at 405478-3344.

Dade, Homer & Renita
October 2, 1993 — 29 years

Uzoma, Clement & Madeline
October 18, 1986 — 36 years

Ruck, Cleo & Delinda
October 6, 1979 — 43 years

Eakers, Brian & Christina
October 19, 2019 — 3 years

Knight, Antonio & Courtney
October 7, 2005 — 17 years

Tomlin, Rudolph, Sr. & Shirlee
October 21, 2017 — 5 years

Cayton, Dr. Leonard & Marsha
October 12, 1990 — 32 years

Northington, Dedra & Jackie
October 24, 1998 — 24 years

You Tell Us ... We Tell Them.
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VIP Highlights
Submitted by Velma James Smith
The VIPs thank everyone
for a glorious Annual Day celebration last month. The choir
sang like angels and Pastor
Brodrick Huggins preached the
word! Thirty plus ‘Saints” enjoyed a very windy evening at
the Dodgers ballgame the night
before. And like troopers, the
VIPs with the Men’s Fellowship
distributed food to several families from the St. John food pantry.
Encouraging each other to
stay engaged in Kingdom building activities is fundament to our
mission as VIP “Seasoned
Saints”. Attending worship services, Bible studies, and
fellowshipping with others at St.
John keeps us connected. As
mature witnesses we are edified
by uplifting and abiding in
Christ. To flourish, Jesus
teaches us to “Remain in Me,
and I [will remain] in you. Just
as no branch can bear fruit by
itself without remaining in the
vine, neither can you [bear fruit,
producing evidence of your
faith] unless you remain in Me.
“John 15:4 AMP

VIPs Serving

The Saints are here!
So, let’s stay connected and model God’s strength
and power to generations to come.

Sista’s Judy, Velma and Rev. Wanda at ball
park “having fun”.

EVANGELISM MINISTRY
Submitted by Rev. Cornelious Wade, Evangelism Minister

Still Reaching Out
Saturday 17, 2022 found “HAND ME
UP(S)” stretching to reach their goal and
God moving to “DRESS THE WHOLE
PERSON.” We had clothing for men,
women, boys, girls, infants, blacks, whites,
all people, young and old—dresses, pants,
shirts, hats, wigs make-up…whatever it
takes to get dressed. Two cases of our service standout, a father with two daughters
in which one daughter liked to dress in
dresses and the other liked to dress in pants.
“HAND ME UP(S) met the needs of both
girls. The daughters and the father left

happy! The other case A homeless man in
need of everything was dressed and given
food from our food pantry. Spontaneously,
he was given a love offering from Judy and
Shirlee (thanks for leading the way). The
gentleman was supplied with a ride to a transition place (thanks to Ardenna and Carry
for going that extra mile literally.
All of the 6 site workers helped the 25
folks shop. Thanks to or on site workers,
Lisa Shelton, Judy Rackett, Marjorie
Hammond, Rhonda Williams, Ardenna
Harris, and Wanzetta Woody. Thank you

also to the sign makers, sorters, bus drivers,
and behind the scene worker; Tamique
Perry, Lisa Shelton, Wanzetta Woody,
James Curry Harris. Special thanks to all
the donors, St. John Missionary Baptist
Church family, and our pastor, Reverend
Dr. M. L. Jemison for your continuing support and influence as “HAND ME UP(S)”
continues to grow.
Special appreciation for your prayers,
acts of love and support as I rehabilitate.
Love Ya! Blessings always,
Reverend Cornelius Wade
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WMU Highlights
Submitted by Penny Emery, WMU President

Praise the Lord St. John Family!
We are SO EXCITED
about the month of October,
2022. Your St. John WMU is
back in full swing! We are meeting in person AND by conference phone. Our WMU Executive Committee is running
strong and hard working to meet
the needs of our members and
community.
During the month of September, the WMU held our
monthly meeting IN PERSON
for the FIRST time in TWO
YEARS. Evangelist Betty Winters gave us a memorable devotional lesson on “being the light
of the world.” The WMU also
participated in the POBSC
Women’s Department Outreach Project. We helped to prepare over 400 breakfast meals
at the Oklahoma Regional Food
Bank. Thank you to all volunteers and prayer warriors! During the month of September, we
finalized preparation for our
Annual Women’s Day, which
will be Sunday, October 9,
2022.
Our guest speaker is Sis.
DeAndra Stevenson. Sis.
Stevenson is active with the Fusion Ministry, the Children &
Youth Ministry, and the Food
Pantry. Sis. Stevenson is a graduate of the Bethel Bible Series
Johnson Memorial Bible Institute at St. John. She is a banker

DeAndra Stevenson
2022 Annual Day
Guest Speaker
with over 20 years experience
in that industry and is a budding
entrepreneur. A Godly woman,
married to Bro. Bennie
Stevenson and devoted mother
to Nyeemah and Malcolm; it is
our pleasure to have Sis.
DeAndra Stevenson as our guest
speaker for our Annual
Women’s Day. The attire is
white with a “splash of green.”
ALL are welcome!
We are excited about the final quarter of 2022! You definitely want to join us as we continue to serve our members and
community. Mark your calendars for Sunday, October 9th at
10:45am and don’t forget Saturday, November 12th – Annual WMU Bazaar from
11:00am to 3:00pm.

You Tell
Us ...
We Tell
Them.

POBSC Women’s Dept Volunteer Day!
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Technology Media/Digital Ministry

A Connected Church
By Rev. Marcus Carruthers, Technology Minister

The use of technology is a
major driving factor in today’s
culture. People are influenced
by technology in both lifestyles
and habits. Think about the last
time your Wi-Fi went down in
your home or office, I’m sure it
left you at a stand still. Or think
of a time when you misplaced
your cell phone, I don’t doubt
that it sent you into instant anxiety. Technological advance-

ments have made life more proficient, closed communication
gaps, enhanced graphic imagery, and provided overall enhancements to the quality of life.
While technology has enhanced society in many ways, the
church has been hesitant to embrace it. Often in church history, technological advancements like the Gutenberg Press
were held at an arm’s length or
were immediately rejected by
the church. This has sometimes
resulted in the church being a
late mover in culture, playing
catch up to communicate its
message with vibrancy and clarity. One thing is certain, God is
the creator and the innovative
force influencing humanity. He
is the giver of gifts and insight
to human intellect for technological advancements in
missional expansion and ex-

pression. Technology that is
outdated and irrelevant can actually be distracting and hurt the
message of the church. Technology that is updated and used
wisely can make a lasting impact in a digitally immersed culture.
Too often, technological relevance is categorized as changing or “watering down” the
message of Christianity. I
would argue that relevance is
not changing the message but
changing the m e d i u m in
which the message is communicated. The church must rejoice in the era of robin-egg-blue
painted basement walls and
flannelgraphs, but it also must
move on to leverage vibrant
websites for visitors’ first impressions, social media for small
group communities, efficient
office and program procedures,

PASTOR’S
PARTNERS IN PRAYER
Submitted By Deacon Raymond Payton

United Intercession
“We are all one body, we have the same spirit, and we have all been called to the same glorious
future.” —Ephesians 4:4
There are many who look upon salvation
only in connection with their own happiness.
There also are those who, through prayer, seek
to bring others to share in their happiness. We
have a calling to take the whole Body of Christ
Jesus into our love and intercession.
It is only when intercession for the whole
church, by the whole church, ascends to God’s
throne that the Spirit of unity can have its full
sway. Closer union between the different
branches of the church of Christ is cause for
thanksgiving. Yet the differences are so great that
the thought of a united church on earth appears
beyond reach.
Let us bless God that there is a unity avail-

able in Jesus Christ, deeper and stronger than any
visible manifestation could make it. Unity can
be practically exemplified in the work of the kingdom. Intercession in the Spirit can bring true
unity.
When we as believers learn the meaning of
our calling as a royal priesthood, we will see that
God is not confined to our limited spheres. He
invites us to pray for all who believe or can yet
believe. By intercession, the church of Christ will
be bound to the throne of heaven as never before.
Let us continue to PRAY daily wherever you
are at 12:00 NOON for our Pastor, Dr. M. L.
Jemison, his family, health, strength and guidance.

and stunning worship experiences that allow people to feel
the presence of God. Church
technology can be utilized to
further share the gospel, not to
distract from it.
More than ever before, we
need to capitalize on the use of
technology to tell the story and
message of Jesus Christ. Instead
of being slow to adopt and use
these tools, what if the church
began to use technology and its
ever-changing advancements
first? What if the church used
technology to influence this current culture with the transforming message of Jesus? What
if…?
Jesus was a master at connecting with people. In a like
manner, believers today should
strive for new and innovative
ways to connect with people, all
with the goal of bringing them
to Him. Take a moment and
check out our website and social media and share it with a
friend. We are excited to use
technology to engage and equip
people for Jesus Christ. We
are a “Connected Church”…
Connecting people to Jesus
Christ.

You Tell
Us ...
We Tell
Them.
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Thank You! Thank You! Thank You!

NORTH TO WILSHIRE

“Need a ride to church services?”

DIAL: 478-5644, Ext. 160
The Bus Transportation Ministry will pick-up individuals for the Enrichment Hour (Sunday School),
Worship Service, Prayer Meeting, including P31 and
SOS and most other church programs. Please call
this number at least two (2) hours before your services or program start time. Leave a message on answering services giving us your name, address and
phone number. On Sunday mornings, Transportation Ministry will take individuals home immediately after service. Anyone desiring to stay after
church for dinners or other programs will need to
make provisions for their transportation back home.

EAST TO BR
YANT
BRY

WEST TO WESTERN

Bus Transportation
Services
CALL FOR THE BUS

Thank You, Deacon James Harris
A blessed service, rendered by the church
SOUTH TO FIRST STREET

DON’T FORGET
The membership can keep abreast of what is going on at St.
John by submitting your news to the BEACON newspaper
mailbox no later than the Third Sunday of every month.

The Beacon
Published monthly to communicate more effectively the
mission of the St. John Missionary Baptist Church.
Staff
Debra Johnson • Diana Bell • Lamonia Parker

Social Media
Volunteer Needed
The church is in need of responsible/committed volunteers to
work with Rev. Marcus Carruthers in updating and maintaining our social media accounts. If you are skilled and interested in serving in this area, please contact Rev. Marcus
Carruthers at (479) 263-8363.
You may view the Beacon on the church website

www.stjohnokc.org

You can follow us on Facebook:
Search for St. John Missionary Baptist Church of OKC
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St. John Family,
Thank you for all the get well wishes!
Geneva Wray & Family
*******************
Pastor Jemison,
Thank you for the prayers and lovely card on behalf of the
Family of Aaleyah R. Stevenson. God Bless you and my St. John
Family.
Jana Dugar & Family
*******************
Pastor Jemison, Rev. Dawson and Entire Church Family,
Words simply cannot express my gratitude for the love, support and prayers shown during the illness and passing of my grandson and brother. You have given a new meaning to the “Best
Church This Side of Judgement.” For each part played, I thank
you.
Barbara Crawford and Bonita Family
*******************
I am sending a thank you on behalf of my mother Irene Cutliff.
Thank you for the cards, thoughts and prayers. She continues to
recover and is healing nicely.
Sincerely, Christy Perkins, St. John Member
*******************
To St. John Parish Fellowship,
We sincerely appreciate your warm expression of sympathy to
our family during the Homegoing of our beloved sister Cynthia.
Your prayers, calls, lovely card and offering gave us comfort and
encouragement. We thank you and all the ministry of loving support.
In Christian Love, Mary Robinson, Rose Tucker and our Family
*******************
February Parish Fellowship Members,
I am deeply grateful for your love and support.
Love & Blessings, Mary Robinson & Family
*******************
Pastor & First Lady Jemison,
Thank you for hosting us for breakfast. It was a pleasure meeting you and your extended family.
Opal Lee
*******************
To Pastor Jemison and my St. John Church Family,
I want to give a warm thank you to each and every person who
volunteered to help renovate my home. I want to personally Pastor Jemison and my mentor Sis. Debra Johnson for allowing and
leading the way to a better life for me. Thank you St. John for your
gift of appliances, bedroom set and the many other gifts given and
acts of kindness shown to me. Most of all, I thank God for working
through you to bless me and my family in such a grand way. My
mother Charlotte Hillard is looking down from heaven amazed
and appreciative for what you have done.
Thank you so much.
Anastasia Hillard
*******************
Dr. Kirk and Family wants to thank the church and pastor
Jemison for your love and support these past twenty years.
*******************
(“Thank You” continued on page 8)
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(“Thank You”
continued from page 7)
Thank You St. John Church
Family,
May kindness return to you
in the same beautiful way that it
was given! On behalf of the
Anderson & Stone Family,
Thank you St. John for the
prayers, cards and care during
the passing of Mom.
Sis. Tasha Vaughn
*******************
St. John Family,
My heart can’t express all
the love I felt because of people
like you and your members! Ms.
Kim, I will never forget you.
“LOL” I so thankful God placed
you in my life…and Penny,
thank you guys for all your
prayers and gifts. Thanks to Dr.
Jemison for his visit to the hospital and prayer!! Much Love,
Sis. Minnette

You Tell Us ... We Tell Them.

