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Eula Lee Jackson Day is
Sunday, October 10th

The Pastor’s Pen
Beloved Members,
As we moved into the fall
season, the window of opportunity in this the Lord’s Church
has never been more widely
opened. The pandemic may
have altered our ministry efforts
but it has proven to be no match
for the tenacity of our dedicated
leadership and membership.
I want to applaud each of
you for your due diligence in
helping the ministries of the
church stay on track. Ministry
is happening and your faithfulness and committed service is
to be commended.
We are into the final quarter of our church year. I must
say we have put forth a fine effort in carrying out our stewardship responsibilities. The finish
line to our fiscal indebtedness
is just around the corner. However, we have not accomplished
our goal. As in any endeavor,
there are high moments and low

By Penny Emery, President, St. John Women’s Missionary Union

Dr. Major L. Jemison, Pastor
moments. This year’s budget is
a reflection of the roller coaster
ride we all have experienced.
Finishing Strong is something
you have heard repeated over
and over again. It is a clarion
call once again! It is the challenge before us as this year’s
budget rolls towards a climax.
To finish strong requires a
stronger, more sustained commitment on our part. I am confident that we will rise to the
challenge.
“I can do all things through
Christ who strengthens me.”
Philippians 4:13 NKJV
Building Back Better

You
Tell Us ...
We
Tell Them.

Sister Mary Robinson will
be the Women’s Day Speaker for
the Annual Eula Lee Jackson
Women’s Day. Women’s Day at
St. John has long since been a
wonderful tradition. We take
time to highlight and appreciate the work of the Lord done
by the women of St. John. We
are excited and elated to have
such a woman of distinction
share with us on this special day.
Our theme this year is “Called
to Serve – Using Our Gifts.”
The scripture text is I
Corinthians 12:4-14.
The Annual Eula Lee Jackson Women’s Day is Sunday,
October 10, 2021 at 10:45am
at St. John. Women are asked to
wear white with your favorite
accent color. The accent color
could be a favorite scarf or jewelry. If you don’t have white,
please feel free to join us anyway. We welcome men and
women to celebrate this wonderful day and to support and
encourage Sister Mary
Robinson.
Sis. Robinson is a native of
Oklahoma. She is a wife,
mother, sister, aunt and grandmother. Sis. Mary Robinson has
been a member of St. John since
1980, joining her sisters, the late
Jerri Richardson and Rose
Tucker. She has served in many
capacities here in St. John and
currently serves within the
WMU(Circle OHJ), February

Sister Mary Robinson
Parish Fellowship Co-Coordinator, Seekers Sunday School
Devotion Leader and Bethel
Bible Series Teacher, just to
name a few.
Mary is retired and enjoys
traveling with her husband,
John of 49 years, visiting and
spending time with her grandchildren, family, and friends.
Don’t miss this wonderful
day of worship and fellowship.
Due to COVID-19 restrictions,
we will NOT have a Women’s
Day Choir, but our music ministry will provide their usual
level of excellence on Women’s
Day. Please be in prayer for our
guest speaker, Sis. Mary
Robinson as well as for our
Women’s Ministry as a whole.
Don’t forget to wear your white
with your favorite accent color
or simply come as you are! We
welcome you. Bring your Bible
and your notepad and get ready
to hear from the Lord!
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Submitted By Dr. Lawrence C. Kirk, Director of Christian Education

Wise Enough to Cheat?
Cheating has become a way
of life. We see it and read of it
every day. A dramatic case in
point is Janet Cooke, former
reporter for The Washington
Post, who won the Pulitzer Prize
for feature writing in 1981.
When her heroin-addicted
Jimmy turned out to be a fictitious character and the whole
story contrived, she was allowed
to resign and the Post returned
the Pulitzer Prize. Yet, after a
few months of relative silence,

she emerged a hero, sought after for interviews and by publishers.
Americans love celebrities
regardless of the merits of their
achievements. Stardom is a profitable commodity. Writing on
the Janet Cooke case in his syndicated column of February 10,
1982, Bob Greene concluded:
Had she done her journalistic job according to the ethics
that reporters are supposed to
follow, she would still have her

Pulitzer Prize. And she would
be relatively anonymous. Today
she is a star, though, a marketable commodity, and she owes
it all to the good fortune that
she was wise enough to cheat.
Today the world view as we
see it ignores the teaching of
scripture. When we become so
attached to the world, everything that is wrong is considered
right, and everything that is right
is looked upon as being wrong
by the world. We want to create

a climate in this church that still
believes in the teaching of scripture. Join us by attending
Wednesday Noon Day Bible
Study where the truth of God’s
word is being taught.

Frankly Speaking
By Patricia T. Brewer, Luella Dunn Children’s Department Minister

Attention All Children!!!
October
Anniversaries (Ages 4-11) — Want to become a
member of the 66 Club?

Dade, Homer & Renita
October 2, 1993 — 28 years
Ruck, Cleo & Delinda
October 6, 1979 — 42 years

Knight, Antonio & Courtney
October 7, 2005 — 16 years
Lee, Richard & Stella
October 9, 1971 — 50 years
Cayton, Dr. Leonard & Marsha
October 12, 1990 — 31 years
Uzoma, Clement & Madeline
October 18, 1986 — 35 years
Eakers, Brian & Christina
October 19, 2019 — 2 years
Tomlin, Rudolph Sr & Shirlee
October 21, 2017 — 4 years
Northington, Dedra
October 24, 1998 — 23 years

What is the 66 Club? I
thought you would never ask!
The children of children
church are now memorizing the
66 books of the bible. Once
they can recite all books by
memory, they will officially be

given a membership card and
become a member of the 66
Club.
For additional information
please contact Patricia Brewer
via email @ mpbrewer69@att.
net.

Throwback Thursday is here!
Throwback Thursday is
here at St. John. Connect to St.
John Facebook to hear sermons
from the past! Featuring this
Thursday is the first sermon of
Pastor M. L. Jemison. Don’t forgot to look at “Behind The
Scenes Photos” and “Photos
Recap” which will be posted by
12:00 Noon each Thursday.
Rev. Marcus Carruthers, IT
Ministry.
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PARISH FELLOWSHIP NEWS
By Sis. Debra Johnson, Parish Fellowship Coordinator

Greetings All!! The PF is
alive and well!! Praises to God
Almighty for the things he has
done in the past, things He’s
doing now and the good things
to come!!
The PF will be taking on a
community service project as a
way to serve those in need in our
community. In addition, we will
be serving you as members of
this the Lord’s church during
HOMECOMING-2021!! Yes,
Homecoming is on November
21st and is quickly approaching. The PF is looking forward
to seeing you “In The House”
on Homecoming Sunday!!The
Social Services Ministry, under
the direction of Bro Rudie Valentine, will be providing FREE
to-go dinners to the membership on Homecoming. To-Go
dinners will also be provided to
drive up members after the inhouse worshippers have departed. Five hundred (500) dinners
are being prepared so we antic-

ipate everyone being serviced.
We certainly encourage all who
can and will to join us “In The
House” for Homecoming . . .
the PF can’t wait to see you!!

CONNECT resumed in
September after a 2-month
break. I want to thank Sis Mary
Carey and Sis Donna Vaugh for
providing valuable information
regarding the COVID-19
Booster Vaccine and Medicaid
Expansion respectively.
On October 27th, Representive Jason Lowe will be our
guest and Representive Ajay
Pittman for November!! These
guests prove to be powerful and
informative….you have a lot to
look forward to. Be listening to
announcements for details.
Zoom ID and Password never
changes….it is: 245 333 9136 /
PASSCODE: 830707

JOIN THE
CONVERSATION
ENJOY THE FELLOWSHIP
CONNECT!!

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
OCTOBER MEMBERS!!
OCTOBER MEMBERS,
it’s your birthday month and we
say HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!
Let’s give a birthday “shoutout to Sis. Renee Gardner
whose birthday is October 26th.
Thank you for all you do.
I also want to give a special
“Shout-Out” to our October

Sis. Renee Gardner
Deacons, Ernest Helaire, Cleo
Ruck, Patrick Wilson & Greg
DeMartra. Thank you for all
you do!!

LOVE IN ACTION – THAT IS WHAT WE DO!!

Pastor honored as an “Ambassador for Peace”
On Tuesday, September 21st,
our Pastor Dr. M.L Jemison was
recognized and honored as an “Ambassador for Peace” by The American Clergy Leadership Conference
in partnership with Universal
Peace Federation International
and the Oklahoma Native
America Caucus. The ceremony
for the International Day of Peace
was held at the Oklahoma State
Capitol Rotunda where Senator
Anastasia Pittman served as Mistress of Ceremony. A commendation was also issued to Pastor
Jemison by Representatives Ajay
Pittman and Ken Luttrell. We
congratulate you Pastor on your
receipt of this distinguished recognition.
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EVANGELISM MINISTRY
Submitted by Rev. Cornelious Wade, Evangelism Minister

NEED PHOTO CAPTION
On Saturday, September 25, 2021—
—10:30 a.m. “SHARING AND CARING” , a free hygiene giveaway went to
Charles Atkins Opportunities Garden. “A
TRIFECTA IN PRAYER, SERVICE AND
GIVING MINISTERED” to 65 residents
of 128 total residents— WMU, Men’s
Christian Fraternity Fellowship and Evangelism and Prison Ministry. This effort,
again, was spearheaded by Ted Saxton, Ministry Leader, Men’s Christian Fraternity/
Fellowship; WMU, Penny Emery, Ministry Leader, and Reverend Cornelius David
Wade, Evangelism and Prison Ministry.
These ministries supplied—body wash,
sanitized wipes, soap, shaving cream, lotion,
toothpaste, tooth brushes and “GOD’S
LETTER JUST FOR YOU” in a beautiful
gift bag. The bags were rounded out by travel/hotel size toiletries supplied by Gary
Martin. Dorothy Shambra, a resident,
would say that “GOD’S LETTER JUST
FOR YOU” was the best thing in the bag.
The letter speaks to the issue of “SALVATION”. All the bags had the letter.
Ted Saxton and Reverend Cornelius
David Wade began right at 9:00 a.m. putting the assembly line together.
They were soon joined by the troops—
Michael Brewer, Gary Martin, Denise
Blakely, Anna Sharp, Mark Clayborne, Ben
Lang, and Shawn Emery. By 10:30 a.m.
the foot soldiers had put together 125 bags
and opened 100 boxes (some were small,

but 100 boxes). The Christian Calvary
loaded the boxes of bags and delivered them
to Charles Atkins Opportunities Garden
by 11:00 a.m.
The Christian soldiers were also fed
and given “OUR DAILY BREAD”. Thank
you Anna for delivering us our daily bread,
sausages and biscuits, tangerines and muffin (chocolate and banana nut). Thank you
Ben Lang for making sure the troops had
water. We had excellent team work, excellent food, and excellent fellowship. These
guys and girls are really good to hang out
with, real VIP(S).
Mae McGregor, celebrating her 70th
birthday, Joy (a former usher of St. John)
celebrating her birthday, and Wanda Friday Thomas (usher at St. John) and 62 others met the group. Resident signed and
got a bag. A few grandchildren are also
included in the number who received the
bags.
Reverend Cornelius David Wade and
Denise Blakely would make sure no bags
were lost, 60 bags were delivered to Wildewood Skilled Nursing and Therapy Center. Joel Fodje, RN, the supervisor on duty,
received the 60 bags. Staff began passing
the bags out to the residents. ST. JOHN
MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH FAMILY, YOU CAN BE SURE YOU BRIGHTENED THE DAY FOR AT LEAST 125
PEOPLE.
THANK YOU GOD AND THANK

NEED PHOTO CAPTION

NEED PHOTO CAPTION
YOU TO OUR SPONSORS! Dr. Major
L. Jemison, Ray McCormick, Anna and
Bobby Sharp, Ted Saxton and Men’s Fraternity/ Fellowship, Penny Emery and the
WMU, Auntie Hinton and Reverend Christine Byrd. Be Blessed Always and Much
Love to you, one and all.
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Submitted by DeAndra Stevenson

Fusion Ministry in Motion!
We welcome you with open
arms! If you’re between the ages
of 18-45 Fusion is the ministry
for you. St. John’s adult ministry provides an outlet for those
looking to serve in the body of
Christ. Here’s what we’ve been
up to:
• Weekly Zoom Bible
study is held at 8:00pm on
Wednesday night. If you wish to
participate please email

deandra.couch@gmail.com to
be added to our distribution list.
• Give back, join Fusion
on the 1st and 3rd Saturday of
each month where we service
our community with bi-weekly
food distributions.
• Dive a little deeper,
tune in to Real Talk on
Facebook live, where we take a
closer look at the word of God.
Some of our past discussions

have been Relationship vs. Religion, World Religions, and
currently we’re looking at
People of Color in the Bible!
Make sure you tune in to Real
Talk next month you don’t want
to miss the study of Moses.
• Hang with us, It’s good
to have a little fun every now
and then. Fusion scouts out
trendy spots in OKC for social
gatherings.

What’s next? Come out and
show your support in the month
of November and assist with the
North East Collaborative Holiday Thanksgiving Basket Distribution taking place on November 20th. More details to
come. For more information on
how to connect with us, please
email deandra.couch@gmail.
com.
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Maximizing the
Message of Jesus Christ
By Rev. Marcus Carruthers

Rev. Marcus Carruthers
We know that faith comes
from hearing and believe that
spoken word and song are two
of the most important tools for
a church service. It is our goal
as an IT/Media Ministry team
to provide clear and intelligible
video thru social media that is
transparent and distraction free
to the listener.
The goal of the church IT/
Media Ministry team is to provide video and audio that is worthy of the worship of Jesus
Christ.
This goal is best accomplished by ministering to the
technical, physical, and spiritual needs of those who have entrusted God’s Word to us (those
ministering to the congregation)
so that we can impart that message to the hearts and ears of the
Body of Christ. When someone
speaks, prays, or sings the Word
of God, it flows through our system.
Everything flows through us
and flows out from us. If we’re
not on top of our game for any
time during that hour, it affects
the entire service. We believe
that IT/Media Ministry is an
important mission of our
church. We believe that equipping our media team with proper training, equipment and communication skills we can achieve
our mission.
We will fulfill our mission
by giving our service to our
church and beyond respect, priority and our personal best, be
on time, interact with people,

not just so that we can make
them sound good and look good,
but so that people can worship
God and stay attentive and focused on the activities of the service. We desire to remove distractions as we maximize the
message of Jesus Christ.
Please pray for us each
week. We know God will use
our obedience to touch the lives
of people locally and globally.

Take a look at the content that
we release weekly and participate in our online broadcast. We
released Throwback Thursday’s, which is audio sermon
archives of Dr. M.L. Jemison
sharing messages that is still effective and life changing. We
also make our images available
through our Photo Recap Photos, and Behind the Scenes Photos where we highlight ministry

leaders and members within the
church. Thank you, Roy Thurston, and Anna Sharp. Participate while you watch the “LIVE”
broadcast by giving us a thumbs
up, sharing praying hands, and
your praising hands online.
Also leave comments when you
are encouraged or grateful to
God.
Visit us online @ www.St
JohnOKC.org.
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Thank You! Thank You! Thank You!

NORTH TO WILSHIRE

Pastor Jemison, Rev. Dawson and our St John Family,
Our sincere appreciation for your thoughtfulness during the
passing of our Brother-in-law, Dan Tate. Your prayers and words
of encouragement were comforting. Thank you so much!
God Bless you!
Mary & John Robinson and Rose Tucker

“Need a ride to church services?”

DIAL: 478-5644, Ext. 160
The Bus Transportation Ministry will pick-up individuals for the Enrichment Hour (Sunday School),
Worship Service, Prayer Meeting, including P31 and
SOS and most other church programs. Please call
this number at least two (2) hours before your services or program start time. Leave a message on answering services giving us your name, address and
phone number. On Sunday mornings, Transportation Ministry will take individuals home immediately after service. Anyone desiring to stay after
church for dinners or other programs will need to
make provisions for their transportation back home.

EAST TO BR
YANT
BRY

WEST TO WESTERN

Bus Transportation
Services
CALL FOR THE BUS

October • 2021

Thank You, Kenneth Washington
A blessed service, rendered by the church
SOUTH TO FIRST STREET
You may view the Beacon on the church website

www.stjohnokc.org

You can follow us on Facebook:
Search for St. John Missionary Baptist Church of OKC

The Beacon
Published monthly to communicate more effectively the
mission of the St. John Missionary Baptist Church.
Staff
Debra Johnson • Diana Bell • Lamonia Parker

DON’T FORGET
The membership can keep abreast of what is going on at St.
John by submitting your news to the BEACON newspaper
mailbox no later than the Third Sunday of every month.

Social Media
Volunteer Needed
The church is in need of responsible/committed volunteers to
work with Sis. Debra Johnson in updating and maintaining
our social media accounts. If you are skilled and interested in
serving in this area, please contact Sis. Johnson at 816-7493.

************************
St. John Church Family
Your kind and thoughtful expression of sympathy is deeply
appreciated and grateful acknowledged.
Love, the Durrell & Wiley Family
************************
Pastor Jemison,
Asking God to bless you for your thoughtfulness during my
recovery.
James Harris
************************
To Pastor Jemison and the St. John Church Family,
Let me say “Thank U, Thank Y, Thank U” to the BEST
CHURCH THIS SIDE OF JUDGEMENT for all acts of love &
kindness dur9ng the time I walk through the Valley & Shadow of
Death of my brother: Michael L. Richardson Sr.
Love the best, Rev. M. Richardson
************************
To Pastor Jemison & the St. John Family
Thanks to everyone for your prayers over my neck & back
pain. Thanks to the physical therapy, I’m becoming pain free.
Miss you all!!
Love, Sister Berlis Fletcher
************************
To Pastor Jemison, Associate Ministers, WMU & St. John Family,
Your encouraging words, cards and prayers were appreciated
during the homegoing of our Aunt and Sister-n-Law Margie Griffis.
Continue to keep us in your prayers.
The Maxwells, Goudeaus & Lillian Davis
************************
THANK YOU
“O Lord my God, I will give thanks unto thee forever. Psalms
30:12b.Pastor Jemison & St. John family,
These words of thanks are extended to Pastor Major Jemison,
Officers and Members of the St. John Missionary Baptist Church;
Thank you for your prayers, love, the resolution, your most generous Love offering and every act of kindness you extended to us
during the passing of our beloved husband, father and brother,
Rev. John L. Mayshack, Sr. Our hearts were lifted by your thoughtfulness and presence. We hope you were moved by the Holy Spirit
as the Prayer, Scripture, Music and the Gospel was proclaimed.
May God shower down His blessings upon you while you continue to spread the love of Jesus.
The Family of Rev. John L. Mayshack, Sr.
************************
(“Thank You” continued on page 8)
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To the “Best Church This Side of Judgment”,
The Dawson family with sincerity and the utmost affection of
love thanks all of you who prayed for the us, sent cards, personally
conveyed your sympathy and gave tangible gifts of encouragement
regarding the passing of my mother, Huelor Dawson. The richness and depth of your love cannot be expressed with words alone
so please consider us as your family in the faith.
The Rev. David & Margaret Dawson Family
************************
To My St. John Family,
Thank you for the expressions of love and kindness shown to
me and my family on last Sunday for my 19th Anniversary. Continue to keep us in your prayers.
Rev. Dr. Kirk & Family
************************
To My Pastor, First Lady, and St. John Church Family,
I am so grateful for the prayers of the saints and encouraging
resolution Sister Vernetta Johnson so graciously prepares for our
bereavements. Thank you from the depths of our hearts!
The Family of Cousin Myrtle Davis, Newport, AR and Memphis,
TN; The Families of Cousin Raymond Dilworth, Cotton Plant, AR;
Little Rock; Atlanta, GA; Choctaw, OK; Chicago, IL;
The Families of Cousin Danzel Neal, Detroit, MI; St. Louis, MO;
Chicago, IL; Boston MS; Providence, RI.
Blessings, Member Sister Opal Floyd

St. John Missionary Baptist Church
5700 N. Kelley Avenue
Oklahoma City, OK 73111
Address Service Requested

(“Thank You” continued from page 7)

