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The Pastor’s Pen
Beloved Members,
I bring you Season Greetings in the name of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ. The
belles and whistles of the YuleTide Season are already ringing.
What an exciting time of the
year. Even in the midst of a
pandemic the aura of Christmas
fills the air and the airways. I
sense that plans are already underway to make this the best
Christmas Celebration ever. On
behalf of Jacquie, Mackie and
me, we pray this season provides for you and yours the best
it has to offer.
It is my sincere hope that this
note of inspiration finds you and
the family in the best of health
and spirit. As we embark upon
another church year, we do so
with the confident assurance
that our God is able to do exceedingly and abundantly more
than we ever imagine or expect.
There is no searching of His
understanding. There is no
comparison to His might. He
gives power to the faint and to
those who are weary He will increase their strength. Therefore,
this new church year is just the
continuation of our journey with
a loving Savior who is guiding
and guarding our every step.
What a spiritual boost it is
to know that waiting on the Lord
is not an exercise in futility. This
church year, like others, is under the auspices of One who redeems refreshes, restores, renews and rejuvenates over and
over again. Wow! We are safe
in the Master’s arms.

Dr. Major L. Jemison, Pastor
We will go about the business of ministry this year under
the theme, “UNHINDERED”.
We will not allow these challenging times to dissuade or
prohibit us from putting forth
our best efforts for the Lord.
Despite the abnormal climate
around us, we can still “do all
things through Christ” who will
provide us with the strength and
ability to do His good pleasure.
I want to applaud the leadership for their faithfulness and
commitment to the work of this
ministry. As the curtains are
drawn on one church year and
raised on another, there have
been many moments to celebrate. These moments are a
reflection of the admirable job
you continue to do as
pacesetters and standard bearers in this the Lord’s Church. I
am watching you rise up and
accept the challenge of this new
normal. I want to encourage you
to not grow weary in well doing.
In his appointed the dividends
of our efforts will produce a
bountiful harvest.
In closing, thank you for
what you are doing and I pledge
to you my committed support
towards the end of St. John remaining the BEST CHURCH
THIS SIDE OF JUDGMENT.
BE VIGILANT AND
STAY SAFE!
Merry Christmas, Pastor

Angel Tree 2020 —
St. John Missionary
Baptist Church
SEASON GREETINGS!
Prison Ministry will again take
the leadership—ANGEL
TREE—- allowing our Church
family to impact the lives of the
very young. The ANGEL
TREE ministry will bring the
season of Christmas to young
children and teens whose parents are in the criminal justice
system. Their parents, bluntly,
are in jail, and ANGEL TREE
SAYS CHILDREN SHOULD
NOT HAVE TO SUFFER
FOR THE SINS OF THE
PARENTS.
DID YOU KNOW? HOW
THE ANGEL TREE STORY
BEGINS:
“The unlikely story starts
with a bank robber on the FBI’S
most wanted List. By the time
of her arrest in 1972, Mary Kay
Beard had built up quite the resume—one that resulted in 35
indictments and 11 federal
charges being levied against her.
She was sentenced to a 21 year
prison sentence, which was later
reduced to six. It was during
that first year in prison that God
reached down and brought forth
a change in Mary kay (Beard)
that would redirect her life. Flipping through a Bible one
evening, she came across a passage in the book of Ezekiel:
“And I will give you a new heart,
and a new spirit I will put
within you. And I will remove
the heart of stone from your

flesh and give you a heart of
flesh. And I will put my Spirit
within you, and cause you to
walk in my statues and be careful to obey my rules”(Ezekiel
36:26-27)
“OK, God, “Mary Kay
prayed in her cell that night, “If
you will do that for me…I will
give the rest of my life back to
you”. It was also during that first
year that God revealed to Mary
Kay (Beard) what would become her calling. In the days
leading up to Christmas, she
would watch the other moms
behind bars package the little
they had—soap, shampoo, and
other toiletries—and give it to
their children as gifts. Despite
(“Angel Tree 2020”
continued on page 2)
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Submitted By Dr. Lawrence C. Kirk, Director of Christian Education

Are You Being Distracted from God?
Tim Challis has written a
book called The Next Story,
which brings our attention to
the digital world we live in.
Here is an excerpt from that
book:
If we are a distracted people,
a distracted society, it stands to
reason that we would also be a
distracted church, a church with
a diminished ability to think
deeply, to cultivate concentration, to emphasize slow, deliberate, thoughtful meditation.
What Paul said of the unbelieving Jews of his day could likely
be said of many of us today:
I bear them witness that they
have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. - Romans 10:2
Christians may be excited
about God, but because they
have become a product of our
digital world, they have a diminished ability to think deeply
about Him, to truly know Him
as He is. More and more of us
are finding that we just can’t stop
long enough to read. We can’t
sustain our attention long
enough to study. We can’t find

the time to meet with our Father. Where prayer used to be
the first activity of the day, we
now begin our daily routine by
checking e-mail. Where the
Bible used to be a special Book
we read and studied, now it’s an
e-book that competes with our
voice mail, text messages, emails, and the ever-present lure
of the Internet.
Here is one of the great dangers we face as Christians: With
the ever-present distractions in
our lives, we are quickly becoming a people of shallow
thoughts, and shallow thoughts
will lead to shallow living.
There is a simple and inevitable
progression at work here:
Distraction — > Shallow
Thinking — > Shallow Living
All of this distraction is reshaping us in two dangerous
ways. First, we are tempted to
forsake quality for quantity, believing the lie that virtue comes
through speed, productivity, and
efficiency. We think that more
must be better, and so we drive
ourselves to do more, accomplish more, be more. And sec-

ond, as this happens, we lose our
ability to engage in deeper ways
of thinking — concentrated, focused thought that requires time
and cannot be rushed. Instead
of focusing our efforts in a few
directions, we give scant attention to many things, skimming
instead of studying. We live
rushed lives and forget how to
move slowly, carefully, and
thoughtfully through life.
The challenge facing us is
clear. We need to relearn how
to think, and we need to discipline ourselves to think deeply,
conquering the distractions in
our lives so that we can live
deeply. We must rediscover how
to be truly thoughtful Christians, as we seek to live with virtue in the aftermath of the digital explosion.
A recent study by Synovate
found that more than 4 in 10
Americans say they can’t live
without their mobile phone; 82
percent say they never leave
home without it; nearly half of
them sleep with it nearby. It is
not enough for them to send text
messages all day; they need to

(“Angel Tree 2020” continued from page 1)
the simplicity of the gifts, she
saw how joyously the kids received them, not because of
their intrinsic value, but because
they had come from their
mother. Upon release from
prison, May Kay (Beard) joined
Prison Fellowship’s staff. When
asked to come up with some
kind of Christmas Program, she
remembered those incarcerated
mothers, and the seeds of ANGEL TREE were sown.
(FROM THE “THE ORIGINS OF ANGEL TREE” on
the Web site)
Now three decades later,
ANGEL TREEE HAS

SERVED OVER SIX MILLION CHILDREN.
WE ARE ASKING THAT
YOU BE A PART OF THE
WORK BEGUN BY MARY
KAY BEARD, “DARE TO
TOUCH THE LIFE OF A
CHILD.
We have 54 names this year,
ANGEL TREE CHILDREN
WERE AVAILABLE BEGINNING Sunday, November 22,
2020. About 40 OF OUR 54
STILL NEED YOU ANGELS
OUT THERE TO STEP UP
AND BRING A MESSAGE
OF HOPE IN THEIR LIVES.
Along with the gift you select,

we also share the gospel. We
are asking that you spend at least
$20, there are suggestions, but
you are free to select an age appropriate gift. You may pick up
an Angel Tree child after worship on Sunday, November 29,
2020 and Sunday, December 6,
2020 12:00 noon to 1:00 p.m.
You may call and leave a message at (405) 242-5320. WE
ARE ASKING THAT YOU
HAVE GIFTS WRAPPED
AND BACK AT THE
CHURCH BY SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2020 AT 1:00
P.M. Thank you and thank God,
Reverend Cornelius Wade.

have their phones with them in
case something happens during
the night. Meanwhile, more and
more of us are taking our cell
phones and computers on vacation with us, mixing work time
with leisure time. Just glance
around your church on a Sunday morning, and you may well
notice people sending text messages during worship. During a
time of singing at a recent conference, I spotted a woman raising one hand in worship while
sending a text message with the
other one. We mix worship with
our work and pleasure. Why are
we surprised when we can only
give partial attention to any one
of them?
As Christians we know that
God calls us to live with virtue,
to live thoughtfully before Him,
to use our God-given minds to
live in a way that honors Him.
If we are to take our responsibilities seriously, we must learn
to ignore the buzzes, the beeps,
and the distractions that
threaten to drown out serious
thought and reflection. We must
learn to remain undistracted, to
wholeheartedly focus our attention on the things that matter
most, and to love God with all
of our heart, soul, mind, and
strength.

You Tell
Us ...
We Tell
Them.
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Academy Brief
Submitted by Penny Emery, Principal
Still enrolling and Still going strong, the St. John Christian Heritage Academy is inperson, in school everyday. We
have strictly followed COVID19 regulations regarding taking
temperatures and wearing
masks. We practice social distancing in the classroom through
the use of full desk shields and
frequent washing of hands. The
only parents allowed in the
building are our Pre-Kindergarten parents and the parents who
help take temperatures at the
beginning of school and at the
end of school.
Hats off to the Staff of
SJCHA! They continue to work
hard to educate students as well
as keep parents abreast of their
child(ren)’s education achievements and needs. We are also
thankful for our SJCHA parents and guardians. They prepare their student(s) daily so that

they can be successful in the
classroom. Last, but certainly,
not least, thank you St. John for
a beautiful building in which
our students can grow and learn
with ease. It is truly a pleasure
to work for SJCHA.
Thank you for your support
of our Project 360 and our Popcorn Fundraiser.
If you are looking to be a
blessing and want to give to a
tax deductible organization,
please consider St. John Christian Heritage Academy. We
would appreciate your financial
support as we continue to provide an unique educational experience in a Christ-Centered
setting.
For enrollment information, please contact us through
our office during normal business hours. Our contact number is 405-478-8607.
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WMU Highlights
Submitted by Penny Emery, WMU President
Your St. John WMU was
thankful for November and delighted for December!
We have been in prayer during these trying times for our
congregation, our State, our Nation, and the World.
We did take the opportunity
to donate Christmas body care
items to the ministry of Raising
the Standard Ministries which
provides housing, job training,
and counseling for women in
transition from incarceration.
Other donations will be sorted
and assembled on Friday, December 11th and Saturday, December 12th at the Secret Place

Community Church.
Thank you for your continued support of the St. John
WMU. Your gifts and cards of
appreciation do not go unnoticed or unappreciated. We are
grateful for the opportunity to
serve you.
We did not host our Annual
Bouquet due to the Pandemic,
but the WMU is planning a virtual training in January. The
particular day and time will be
announced later, but we look
forward to sharing with you at
the beginning of the year.
We continue to solicit your
prayers.

Frankly Speaking
By Patricia T. Brewer, Luella Dunn
Children’s Department Minister

“Jesus
is Alive!!!!!”

December Anniversaries
Embry, Gus & Millicent
December 1, 1990 — 30 years

Perkins, Wanda
December 23, 1978 — 42 years

Miles, Hezekiah & Tasha
December 6, 2003 — 17 years

Clayborne, Mark & Linda
December 24, 2005 — 15 years

Prince, Algernon & Rhonda
December 6, 1976 — 44 years

Smith, Donnie & Velma
December 27, 1975 — 45 years

Wallace, Wilbert & Sandra
December 19, 1969 — 51 years

Bailey, Herbert & Teresa
December 30, 1985 — 35 years

Washington, Henry & Bettye
December 22, 1979 — 41 years

Jaha, Thomas & Linda
December 31, 1992 — 28 years

Sunday December 20, 2020 at 9:30 a.m. the Luella Dunn Children’s
Department will be highlighted via Facebook Live for their Annual Christmas Speeches. We are encouraging you to tune in and
give them you support.
Thanks,
Patricia Brewer, Children’s Minister

You Tell Us ... We Tell Them.

Page 4

The St. John Beacon

PARISH FELLOWSHIP NEWS
By Sis. Debra Johnson, Parish Fellowship Coordinator

The Thanksgiving “Thankful Dinners” was a huge success. More than 250 dinners were given to our
members as a way of saying “thanks” for your faithfulness. Special thanks to the Social Services Department for cooking the wonderful dinner. Thanks also to Fusion, Fine Arts, and Parish Fellowship Ministries for their contribution to the event’s success.

LOVE IN ACION – THAT IS WHAT WE DO!!

(“Parish Fellowship” continued on page 5)

December • 2020

The St. John Beacon

Page 5

December • 2020

PARISH FELLOWSHIP (Continued)
LOVE IN ACION – THAT IS WHAT WE DO!!

PASTOR’S PARTNERS
IN PRAYER
Submitted By Deacon Raymond Payton

The Intercessor God Seeks
O Jerusalem, I have posted watchmen on our walls; they will pray to the Lord day and
night for the fulfillment of his promise. — Isaiah 62:6

You Tell Us ...
We Tell Them.

Watchmen were ordinarily placed on the
walls of a city to give notice to the rulers of
coming danger. God appoints watchmen
not only to warn men but also to summon
His help. The greatest mark of the intercessor is that they do not rest until God
gives an answer. They count upon the assurance that God will answer their prayer.
“Don’t you think God will surely give
justice to his chosen people who plead with
him day and night?” (Luke 18:7). The
church of Christ, under the influence of the
power of the world, is losing its influence
over its members. There is little proof of
God’s presence in the conversion of sinners or in the holiness of His people. There
is an utter neglect of Christ’s calls to extend
His kingdom.

What can be done to interest young and
old in the study of God’s Word or to encourage worship? It is because of a lack of
prayer that the working of the Spirit is so
weak. Only united fervent prayer can
change this. If ever there was a time when
God’s children should cry day and night to
Him, it is now. Offer yourself to God for
this wonderful work of intercession. Learn
to count it the highest privilege of your lift
to be a channel through whose prayers
God’s blessing can be brought down to
earth.
Let us continue to PRAY daily wherever you are at 12:00 NOON for our Pastor, Dr. M. L. Jemison, his family, health,
strength and guidance.
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Scholarship Committee Overview
Submitted by Sis Ruby Nichols, Chairperson & Bro. Brian Stewart, Assistant Chairperson
Greetings from The St. John
Missionary Baptist Church
Family Scholarship Committee.
This article is to inform The St.
John Family of what has transpired within the scholarship
committee in 2020 and to express the committee’s appreciation for the memberships continuing prayers and monetary
donations to scholarships purposes for active youth members
who graduate from high school
and continue their post-secondary education.
The scholarship committee
is responsible for implementing
three programs annually; all
scheduled on the church calendar. Two have already been cancelled due COVID-19 circumstances. The Scholarship
Committee’s Award Banquet on
May 16, 2020 and Back-ToSchool Sunday Program, August 23, 2020. While we missed
out on the food and fellowship
the banquet would have
brought, the chairperson and
assisted chair pressed forward
and received entries from members on a revised schedule that
required working around
student’s transcript completions and district’s graduation
dates.
Ultimately, three youth were
awarded St. John Rev. W. K.
Jackson Christian Fellowship
Scholarships, for the amount
noted. They are: Samyra T.
Berhe
($1000);
Aleta
MyQuaile Pipkin ($500); and
Tyra Lovis Saxton ($500). Unfortunately, these recipients
have not received their traditional Certificates of Scholarships & Bible Gifts; signed by
Dr. Rev M. L. Jemison, Pastor,
the Director of Christian Education, Rev. Dr. Lawrence Kirk
and Sis. Ruby J. Nichols, Scholarship Committee Chairperson.
We’ll continue to look forward
for a time to safely complete the
process.
Recipients were paid one/
half their award in time to assist

Samyra Berhe

Aletha Pipkin

Tyra Saxton

with Fall 2020 semester expenses. (Each will need to send
a copy of their Spring 2021
Semester Schedule to the
church office, to initiate their
final payments)
ABOUT OUR GRADS:
SAMYRA T. BERHE
graduated on June 18, 2020,
from OKC Classen HS of Advanced Studies with a 3.75 GPA;
having completed 33 credits,
which included CPR Certification, FINANCIAL LITERACY; CCRA HIST (201819); CCRA Field Test, US History (2019). She reports having
registered 100 hours in volunteer services and experiences
with the Regional Food Bank
of Oklahoma in 2019. Serving
as a mentor with STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering,
Art & Math) and utilizing
method at camp settings to
mentor students ages 8 to 12
years for developing relationships with and among students.
She performed as a dancer in
CSAS Dance Department’s
Spring recital for West Africa’s
movement Tribute. She served
in a Praise Dance Ministry of
the Fine Art’s Department of
the National Baptist Convention at the OKC’s Cox Convention Center (2018). She because
a member of St. John in 2009
and has actively participated in
St. John programs all of her
young life. During her HS years

she participated in the youth
choir and Ebony Awareness
Bowl. The Praise Dance and
Challenge Praise Dance
Miniseries, as well as other
Youth Department offerings.
Samyra has expressed desires to study Health and Kinesiology with Teaching Certification and a minor in Dance, a
field in which she is already invested.
She was accepted to attend
Prairie View A&M; however
due to COVID-19 issues she is
attending Oklahoma City Community College, virtually.
Samyra T. Berhe was also the
recipient of a William Royal &
Jeraldean Richardson Excellence In Education Scholarship.
The scholarship is financed by
Tori Richardson Hill & Leon
Hill Foundation, and is
awarded in honor of
RICHARDSONS, who were
lifelong members of St. John. A
$500 payment was made in full,
to the student. Samyra is the
third to receive this scholarship.
In 2019 it went to Dillard Bowie
and in 2018 to Michael Williams. In each instance their
GPAs represented the highest
entry received by the deadline.
ALETA PIPKIN graduated
on June 15,2020, from
Westmoore HS in Moore, Oklahoma. Her plans for post-secondary education includes beginning her studies at Okla-

homa City Community College
in the Fall of 2020; upon
completion of her Associates
Degree in Arts (A.A.) she plans
to enter the Univ. of Science and
Arts of Oklahoma in Chickasha,
Okla. Her broader aspirations
are to major in Art with an emphasis in a two-dimensional degree—Art and Jewelry and Fashions Designing. Aleta became
a member of St. John in September of 2014. She participated in P-31 during her freshman and sophomore years. Her
parents are Kristy M. PipkinListon and Royce Liston. Mr.
Liston continues to be an active
member of the St. John Family.
The Liston’s are grateful to St.
John for this scholarship, which
represents “Christian Love” to
Aleta.
TYRA L. SAXTON became a member of St. John in
2009. She was a student at St.
John Christian Heritage Academy and participated in P31,
the youth choir and other youth
activities offered by that department before moving to Japan
with her mother and sister.
According to her transcript
Tyra graduated from the Department of Defense (DoD) Dependent School in Kaden HS,
Okinawa, Japan on June 5,
2020, with a GPA of 3.345. Tyra
(“Scholarship Committee”
continued on page 7)
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Thank You! Thank You! Thank You!

NORTH TO WILSHIRE

“Need a ride to church services?”

DIAL: 478-5644, Ext. 160
The Bus Transportation Ministry will pick-up individuals for the Enrichment Hour (Sunday School),
Worship Service, Prayer Meeting, including P31 and
SOS and most other church programs. Please call
this number at least two (2) hours before your services or program start time. Leave a message on answering services giving us your name, address and
phone number. On Sunday mornings, Transportation Ministry will take individuals home immediately after service. Anyone desiring to stay after
church for dinners or other programs will need to
make provisions for their transportation back home.

EAST TO BR
YANT
BRY

WEST TO WESTERN

Bus Transportation
Services
CALL FOR THE BUS
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Thank You, Kenneth Washington
A blessed service, rendered by the church
SOUTH TO FIRST STREET

To our Pastor, Dr. M. L. Jemison and our St. John Family,
The Resolution you sent was very comforting. Thank you so
much for your heartfelt prayers, words of encouragement, monetary gifts and all acts of kindness, as we grieve the loss of our
sister, Mrs. Janice Buckhanan.
With Love and blessings, Deacon Raymond and Deaconess Mildred
Payton.
**********************
To our Pastor, Dr. M. L. Jemison and our St. John Family:
The Resolution you sent was very comforting. Thank you so
much for your heartfelt prayers, words of encouragement, monetary gifts and all acts of kindness, as we grieve the loss of our
sister, Mrs. Janice Buckhanan.
With Love and blessings, Deacon Raymond and Deaconess Mildred
Payton.
**********************
Dear Dr. Jemison,
Thank you for your calls and support.
Millicent Embry & The Robert Newton Family
**********************
St. John Church Family,
Your thoughts, your works, your kind expressions of sympathy
are greatly appreciated.
The DeMartra’s
**********************
(“Thank You” continued on page 8)

You may view the Beacon on the church website

www.stjohnokc.org

You can follow us on Facebook:
Search for St. John Missionary Baptist Church of OKC

The Beacon
Published monthly to communicate more effectively the
mission of the St. John Missionary Baptist Church.
Staff
Debra Johnson • Diana Bell • Lamonia Parker

DON’T FORGET
The membership can keep abreast of what is going on at St.
John by submitting your news to the BEACON newspaper
mailbox no later than the Third Sunday of every month.

Social Media
Volunteer Needed
The church is in need of responsible/committed volunteers to
work with Sis. Debra Johnson in updating and maintaining
our social media accounts. If you are skilled and interested in
serving in this area, please contact Sis. Johnson at 816-7493.

(“Scholarship Committee” continued from page 6)
“aces” Spanish I, II and iii, in
her eighth, ninth and tenth grade
years. Her HS English Teacher
describes her as “very adept” at
managing her time while balancing academics with extracurricular activities. That she
achieved high marks in English
while being involved in Varsity
Cheer and Journalism with the
same high mark levels. And
wrote about Tyra as one who
participated in a wide range of
activities which challenged her
academically and socially. She
took advantage of an opportunity DoDEA provided to participate in “Linguafest” in Seoul,
South Korea: which was an experience allowing students to
develop new understandings of
our global society! Tyra was accepted at Auburn University at
Montgomery, Alabama where
she is currently enrolled.
St. John Scholarship Recipients are ALL outstanding young
females, who have already ac-

complished so much on their
way to graduating from high
school to begin their college
studies en-route to their professional careers. Congratulations
to The Parents and Student! We
(the members of the committee) remember the head and
heartaches that you may have
encountered but mostly we savored the joy we relive each
year, at graduation. Our thanks
to the class of 2020. Thank You
St. John. We appreciate you and
ask for your continuing to support the scholarship purposes.
The committee look forward to
2021 High School Graduating
Class, knowing it will be larger
and more diverse. We pray we
are Blessed to witness their
graduation with the pride deserve!! SENIOR HIGH REGISTRATION FORMS are on
Scholarship Bulletin Board.
2021 HS Seniors may complete
a copy and leave it in the church
office.
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Pastor Jemison,
Thank you so much for your calls and cards. It means so much to
me to know that my Pastor and Church Family is remembering me
during these trying times. I’ve finished my radiation treatment and
feel good. Continue to pray for me. I know god’s is hearing the
prayers.
God Bless, Sis Lois Faye May
**********************
Pastor Jemison & St. John Family,
Thank you for the prayers, calls and cards during my brief illness. God was with us and provided the comfort and peace we
needed. It was so comforting to know that my Pastor, First Lady
and church family were praying for us. I love belonging to a church
family that genuinely cares for its members and willing to come to
our aid whenever needed.
Much love, Cynthia Knight
**********************
St. John Missionary Baptist Church,
Gratefully acknowledging and thanking you for your kind expression of sympathy. Thank you…God Bless
The Jones Family

St. John Missionary Baptist Church
5700 N. Kelley Avenue
Oklahoma City, OK 73111
Address Service Requested

(“Thank You” continued from page 7)

